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Summary

This review focuses on contemporary and historic databases on the education system
in Israel, including sources on pre-school programs, elementary and secondary schools,
institutions of higher education, and the non-formal education system. The survey maps the
information, which was gathered from administrative sources, studies, and databases from
public institutions, private institutes, and non-profit organizations. It includes sources, such as
administrative files and statistical surveys, particularly databases, which contain the following
details: information about students and their achievements, information about teachers and the
pedagogical staff, information on educational institutions, information on education budgets
and funds, information on infrastructure, non-formal education, and candidates for military
service.

The aim of this review is to map the existing databases on education in Israel under
the Initiative for Practical Research on Education by the Israeli National Academy for
Sciences, which investigates the use of measurable longitudinal data as a source of
information for policy and educational programming in Israel: longitudinal surveys as a case
study. In order to complete this mission, the review will present three types of databases: open
databases, which are available for the public; semi-open databases, which require entry
permissions; and classified databases, which are not open for the public. The information was
gathered from administrative sources, surveys, and databases from public authorities, private
institutes, and non-profit organizations, and it will be presented as follows:

e Principle institutions in Israel and the description of their mapped databases, including
data on national level or based upon samples, which represent the research population.

e Additional databases held by major municipalities, educational networks, and non-
profit organizations.

e Other databases created specifically for researches on education. These databases will

be organized in a bibliographic list.

According to the team of experts on behalf of the Initiative for Practical Research on
Education of the National Academy of Sciences, in recent years, there is a growing awareness
in Israel toward the advantages of longitudinal data as a source for policy decision-making
and qualified research on different aspects of the education system. Similarly, a growing
demand for longitudinal data reshapes the use of this information, while understanding that

schooling is a dynamic, multi-dimensional and an ongoing process, which is impacted by



decisions taken over different periods of time by educators, parents, students and other agents.
Therefore, the following pages will review the databases and files, which focus on education,
in order to constitute a source of information for policy decision-making in this field.
All the databases in this framework were selected according to the following criteria:
o Databases on education that contain variables on students, teachers, educational
institutions, etc.
e Databases that contain identification details on the research unit (such as student’s ID
number, name of institution, institution code, etc.), in order to relate variables from
different databases.

e Data that may be computerized.

Hence, this review consists of 120 databases, which are open or semi-open, as well as a
list of 35 additional classified databases, which are held by the Ministry of Education, and are
not available for the wide public. The review will present shortly the mapped databases in
questionnaires, which were completed either by the team of analysts on behalf of the
Information Center in MOFET Institute or by the liaison in each one of the interviewed
institutions. Classified databases or databases, which were not available from different
reasons, will be described shortly also. Available databases, which were not mapped due to
the lack of collaboration on behalf of the relevant agencies, will not be included in this
review, although they will be mentioned according to the depositor of the information and the
relevant contact person. In order to facilitate the search in this guide, all the databases were
organized in an alphabetical order according to three categories mentioned previously.
Additionally, the reader may use the index list at the end of this review, in order to search for
a specific database.

In this review, the team of analysts employed various methodological tools for
collecting the information on the databases and describing them. First, the team mapped the
relevant agencies and institutions, which relate to the field of education (see Appendix 1).
Official request letters on behalf the Initiative for Practical Research on Education of the
National Academy of Sciences and on behalf of the team of analysts of the Information
Center in Mofet Institute were sent to liaisons in 70 selected institutions. Second, the team
conducted follow-ups by phone conversations and electronic mails with the different
agencies, as well as interviews and meetings with the relevant representatives, in order to

complete the data collection process. At the same time, the team identified and classified



additional databases by searching the Web for different Internet sites, which facilitate this
information, as well as by examining online files and other sources, such as annual reports,
summaries and scholarly researches.

Upon completing the data collection, the team evaluated the existing sources, in order
to estimate its relevance for the specified requirements mentioned previously. Databases,
which contained all the required information, constitute part of this guide and the general
database on education. Lastly, upon completing the data evaluation, the relevant databases
were mapped according to identical criteria, and they constitute the core of this review. These
criteria contain variables, such as name of the database, depositor of database, initial date of
collecting information, last date of collecting information, frequency of information update,
population, research unit, number of units, variables, source of information, etc.

We should emphasize that this survey focuses on a very general field, which relates to
many spheres of life and to immense number of agencies. Most of the information is not
accessible for private researchers. Hence, an official appeal on behalf of the National
Academy of Sciences and the Initiative for Practical Research on Education was required, in
order to address the relevant liaisons in charge of these databases. Consequently, the results in
this review rely on the cooperation of these agencies in accordance with the Law for Freedom
of Information. Additionally, databases from institutions and agencies, which did not respond
to our repetitive requests, were not included in this framework. They are classified under non-
responsive organizations.

It is important to note that the present guide does not analyze the databases or
investigates the type of variables gathered by these sources. The analytical task in this review
is based upon a search of databases on education by addressing directly the relevant liaisons
in each agency, and conducting an ongoing follow-up on the acceptance to share this
information or the refusal to grant access to it. Furthermore, a virtual search according to
different indexes was conducted by the team of analysts, who also scanned the official
websites of the relevant agencies according to different key words, such as: databases,
education, online databases, educational programs, etc. Upon collecting the information and
evaluating it, the databases were mapped according to our detailed proposal (see Appendix 1)
in an alphabetical order.

Moreover, this guide does not propose any specific research orientation; it aims to
offer the researcher, who reviews the catalogue of databases mapped here, a variety of

databases on education, which were collected from different institutions and agencies.



Therefore, its aim is to assist in mapping the existing information in Israel on the field of
education. For this purpose, this review scanned databases and files on preschoolers, pupils in
schools, institutions of higher education, non-formal education, yeshivas, professional
training programs, etc., as well as researches in education that contain additional files and
databases.

Lastly, we wish to thank all our liaisons in the different organizations and agencies,
who assisted us in completing this mission, for their cooperation and willingness to share their
databses. Our gratitude goes also to the team of analysts in the Information Center of Mofet

Institute for their contribution in completing this catalogue.

Key words: databases, education, training, pupils, educational institutions, educational

agencies, educational programs, longitudinal data in education.
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